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Why Do We Celebrate Halloween? 

By Connor Porretto 
As October fades away, Halloween 

haunts our minds and spirits. But why 
do we celebrate the holiday? 

 It all harkens back to the Celtic 
festival of Samhain, over two thousand 
years ago in what is modern day 
Ireland. Harvest ended on November 
first because crops began to die during 
or shortly thereafter; thus the late fall  

and early winter were believed to be a 
time of death, when the border between 
human and spirit realms became 
blurred, allowing ghosts, demons and 
fairies to enter  our world. The Celts left 
gifts of sweets on their doorsteps to 
appease the fairies and wore disguises to 
blend in with or trick the demons and 
spirits. Eventually, the belief in the 
spirits and demons subsided. 
 

What was then known as All 
Hallow’s Eve became Halloween. 
Nowadays, we know the candy- 
based tradition as trick or treat, 
and wear the costumes for our 
own enjoyment.  

That is the history of the 
scary and fun night we all know 
and love today!  

 
 

Halloween Happenings at MCHS 

By Abby Schaffer and Emma Elizondo  
Halloween has creeped up on us once again, bringing a string of funny 

costumes, scary movies, and delicious treats. If Halloween seemed to slip 
from your mind this year, don't fret. Here at Dukes Declassified we made a 
list of the best movies, treats, and last minute costumes that will ensure 
your Halloween lives up to it’s spooky expectations.  

Scary Flicks 
 

Here’s what some students are 
watching to get in the spirit. 
Nick Craig: Truth or Dare is cool 
and really creepy the way the 
kids faces change. 
Chris Diaz: IT is a scary movie to 
see with your friends. 
Michael Janeiro: I grew up 
watching Nightmare on Elm 
Street. 
Nick Marinan: The Grudge. 
Catherine Mcloughlin: Twitches. 
Sean McPhail: Zombieland was 
my childhood Halloween movie. 
Isabelle Morano: Beetlejuice 
because it’s weird. 
Gavin Pacenza: The Shining is 
very scary. 
Isabel Padilla: Halloweentown is 
a Disney movie I remember. 
Taigan Paltridge: The Purge. 
Joe Peel: Friday the 13th. 
Madison Phillips: Hocus Pocus 
puts me in a Halloween mood. I 
love the witches and it’s funny. 
Josh Yough: Split. 

Movies That Creep You Out 

By Abby Schaffer 
When asked about their favorite 

horror movie, many students replied 
with the 2017 remake of Stephen 
King’s IT.  This is not surprising 
considering its relatable main 
characters and eerie plot, in which a 
ragtag group of middle school 
students’ lives are turned upside 
down after a brother goes missing. In 
an attempt to find clues that could 
lead to answers regarding the 
missing boy, the group exposes 
themselves to an evil, shape-shifting 
clown. If you are looking for a movie 
to watch with friends on Halloween, 
we highly recommend IT.  

Another movie that will definitely 
satisfy the craving for a  
 

 
good, old-fashioned horror movie is 
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. This 
1974 slasher film follows a group of 
friends who fall victim to a group of 
crazed cannibals living next door to 
their family’s old farmhouse. One by 
one, the teens are brutally murdered  
by the psychopath living next door. 
This cannibalistic maniac is referred to 
as LeatherFace. Sally, the only teen left, 
finds herself trying to escape 
Leatherface’s house to avoid the 
unfortunate fate of her friends. This 
movie is a classic and one of the first 
“slasher” films ever made.  

Both It and The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre are guaranteed to get you 
into the Halloween spirit. 



 

Sweet Treats 
Pretzel Mummies  
All you need for this recipe are 
pretzel rods, white chocolate and 
edible eyeballs. First melt the 
white chocolate in a saucepan. 
Once melted, dip the pretzel rods 
in the chocolate, covering half the 
rod completely. Let them cool. 
Drizzle leftover white chocolate 
on the pretzels, creating a 
mummy effect and stick on the edible eyeballs. Serve standing up in 
festive cup or bowl. 
Graveyard Brownies 
What you’ll need: brownie mix, Milano cookies, black decorating gel, 

candy pumpkins, and green frosting. First 
make the brownie mix and bake them for 
the instructed time. Once they’re done, let 
cool for 30 minutes to an hour. Use the gel 
pen to write RIP on the top half of the 
Milano cookies. Next cut the brownies into 
rectangles and press the Milano cookies 
toward the back of the brownie. Finally 
add a candy pumpkin using the green 

frosting to stick it to the brownie. 

By Abby Schaffer 
Halloween is a day to indulge! Instead of 
sticking to regular, boring candy, try some of 
these easy and delicious recipes. 
Pumpkin Rice Krispie Treats 

This recipe should 
take no longer than 
15-20 minutes to 
create and requires 
only five simple 
ingredients. You 
will need: butter, 
Rice Krispies, 
chocolate chips, 

mini marshmallows, green frosting, and 
orange food coloring. First, melt 4 tbsp of 
butter in saucepan on medium heat; next 
add food coloring and 4 cups of Rice 
Krispies. Melt the chocolate chips and use a 
toothpick to create a face. Finally, use the 
green frosting to create a stem. 

 

Art Club Pumpkin Fundraiser 
Teachers’ Pets 

By Emma Elizondo 
Even animals enjoy getting  into the 
Halloween spirit.  

 
Mrs. Carlin’s dog 
Apple  
in her tutu. 
 

 
 

Mr. Ugolino’s bunny 
Alice loves 

Halloween candy! 
 
 
Guess whose  
pet this is? 

 

Faculty members supported the Art 
Club Scholarship Fund, purchasing 
unique pumpkins painted by its 
members.  
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Costumes for Procrastinators 

By Abby Schaffer 
Didn’t have time to get a costume this year? Don’t fret; here are some last 
minute Halloween costume ideas. 

 
Scarecrow 
Throw on a 
flannel, some 
jeans, and a 
hat. Next use 
either 
makeup or 
face paint to 
create a 
stitched 
mouth, rosy 
cheeks, and a 
triangle nose. 
 
When Life Gives You Lemons 
All you need is a bag of lemons and a 
marker. Take a plain shirt and write 
“life” on the front in fabric marker. 
Grab a bag of lemons and you’re 
done! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be creative!  
You can create a 

clever and unique 
costume from lots 

of expressions.  

 

Identity Thief 
For this costume all you’ll need is 
name tags and a pen! Just write a 
bunch of different names then stick 
them to your shirt.  

 
Clever but simple, this costume is  
a great conversation starter.  
 
M&M’s 
Just put on the color of favorite M&M 
and write an m on the front with a 
white fabric marker. White gloves  
add an authentic touch. 

 
This last minute costume is great  
for a group of friends.  

Athlete 
All you need is a sports jersey or 
uniform! Wear a favorite professional 
player’s colors or MCSD digs. You’ll be 
comfortable and proud too.  

 
If you have a helmet or team bag,  
use it to collect treats. 

 
Brawny Paper Towel Guy  
Toss on a red flannel, jeans, and 
 grab a roll of Brawny paper towels.  
 

 

 

Blue Buckets for Autism Awareness 
This Halloween look for blue jack o'lantern buckets that may signify Autism Awareness. The 

use of a blue bucket was started by a mother whose autistic son is non-verbal. She explained that 
in the past, people would wait for him to say “trick-or-treat” before providing candy. Instead of 
explaining her son’s disability every time they stop at a house, she decided to publicize blue candy 
buckets as a signal that a child is autistic and may have trouble communicating. Everyone 
deserves to enjoy Halloween, so be aware of blue buckets this year. 



 

It Came in Through the Vents 

 
By Connor Porretto 

It is ten years to the day since it came. I was a child 
then, barely old enough to punch and kick at the mass 
of a creature as it stalked into my home. The part that 
scares me most about that night was how calculated 
the creature seemed. It entered our vents and knew 
exactly how to navigate our home. The 
thing took everything from me. My 
parents… my sanity… my future... 

Now I’m ready; today it won’t get 
inside. I’ve been preparing for years; all 
my time since that night dedicated to 
this. Tonight will decide our fates. 
Tonight, the creature hunts no more. 

I sat at my desk watching the CCTV 
monitors. My watch clicked four times. 
The sound so natural, it didn’t move me. 
My eyes became heavy, I blinked and 
awoke to five more clicks. DAMN IT! I 
thought to myself. I turned around to 
leave the room, I have to check the house. 
I ran to the hallway leading to my 
armory, where I stored weapons just in case it made 
managed to get inside. As I walked down the hall, the 
light above me flickered and as did the one inside the 
armory. I looked through the reinforced glass frame. 
To my dismay I heard a muffled crashing sound inside 
the ceiling vent before it clattered to the floor in the 
middle of the room. It descended from the vent slowly, 
captivatingly gracefully.In my brief moment of clarity, 
I stared as it lowered its lanky legs, then body,  

 

 
 

crouching its head. It stood tall, taller than anyone 
I’d ever seen. The creature glanced around the room, 

uninterested. unfolding into the room.Then its eyes 
met my own. Our gazes didn’t break for what felt like 

forever. I stared deep into its eyes and saw nothing. No 
soul, no sign of sentience, my own crazed, 

obsessed reflection. Slowly, the creature’s head  
reared back. Almost like a machine, it snapped 
to a stop, quaked for a moment, then launched 

its head into the glass, shattering it instantly. 
Bent over, it’s face inches from mine, I saw 

those unthinking eyes sunken, the dark purple 
body. I was unable to move as it reared back its 

arm, the rest of its body unmoving. I snapped 
out of my daze and turned, but not before the 

thing scraped my arm, taking my watch with it. 
I ran down the hall in fear. I could hear its 

heavy yet limber body thundering down the 
hallway after me. I thought I had one 

advantage. 
But it knew just as much as I did. 

My breathing was fast and uneven as I tore my way 
through the hallways. It steadily gained directly 

behind me. I slid and turned left, merely one hundred 
feet from a possible escape, an exit to the forest 

beyond. I crashed through the door and fell. I couldn’t 
see it. The sun glowed as it rose before me.  

“I did it. I escaped,” I told myself.  
My watch clicked six times and heavy breathing 

followed. That was my last moment as a free soul.  
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